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The Star Moves On
Fr. John J. Nissel, S.].

A few of my readers might have been present and still
remember my final lecture, given at Sophia in January 1992.
The title was “Follow Your Star.”

1 had followed my star from my hometown, Baltimore, to
Sophia in 1959 and the star just stopped moving, twinkling
down over the old St. Ignatius Church and the then small
Sophia University until 1992. But suddenly the star began to
come to life again. It clinked and clanked a bit and started to

move. My star was moving and I had to follow along.

In case you didn't know, we, my star and I, ended up in
Kagoshima, where the old mother sputtered and coughed to a wheezy stop. The star seemed
pleased with itself, as it could look down at Sakurajima and the small islands south. 1 was
happy to go along, and found a new home and new kind of work, which was not too
strenuous for a man of my age.

What did I do? Well, teach English, of course. Many of the Eigoka ladies will be happy
to hear that 1 was teaching classes of “all” girls. Ironic in a way. (I can imagine some of
them smiling in happy glee.) I also had the opportunity to visit the Amami Islands and even
Okinawa. The experiences were different but still the same. School, classes and meetings.
The faces might be different, but the human problems were the same. My dog, Sam, and I
spent a happy nine years together. Heaven, I am sure, will not be much different from
Kagoshima.

But one morning the phone rang. It was my Jesuit superior. He wanted me to move to
Kobe Catholic Church. After nine years. So be it. I was afraid I would leave my star behind,
but it was obedient, too. So we said goodbye to the school and Sam, and journeyed to the
city which had so recently rebuilt itself after a tragic earthquake. I spent one year there,
doing an entirely kind of work, in a church with pews and no desks.

Yet you never know where your star will lead you. Since April 1st I have been back at
S.J. House. The door is open from about 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. Stop in if you have time. |
would love to see you smiling faces again. Mine has many more wrinkles, but I try to stay

young at heart.
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