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Sophia English Language Department Alumni Association

Our Mission

wE=pE  Michael Milward

Sophia University is a Catholic university. There is a special harmony
| between the two words. When the Christian Church finally gained

freedom in the Roman Empire, it needed a descriptive name, besides

than that of its founder. It chose the name Catholic, or universal. Its
B e of universal mission is what brought St. Francis Xavier to Japan
in the 16th century. Its desire to share in opening late Meiji Japan to the
world-wide pool of knowledge brought the Jesuits back to start Sophia
University as a gate to universal learning. That pool of knowledge
comes in many languages, consequently, Sophia has been proudly
polyglot, even through the nationalist days of World War II. Today, the mail, the telephone, air travel and
the internet as well as the demands of business and international peace have made the understanding of
languages and their cultures ever more important.

At the moment, English is still especially valuable as the most widely used language. We in the
Department of English Language and Studies are deeply committed to helping Japanese people take greater
part in the world fund of knowledge, not only as recipients but especially as contributors. We are not alone.
The departments of the faculty enshrine the university’s roots in several major linguistic traditions of the
West. Its institutes of International Relations and Asian Cultures show two aspects of its reaching out to a
wider future. As such we form a team, with occasional friction, but supporting and complementing each
other’s efforts, a team not only of students, staff and teachers, but including graduates, families, friends and
the many other people involved in our mission. Your involvement is, as always, vital to our work.
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I am studying a new career, working in a church, no
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Attending a monthly seminar always gives me a fresh
perspective | really need. Today was no exception. Dr.
lzumi gave a lecture on second language acquisition,
focusing on developing explicit and implicit knowledge in
foreign language learning.

He first gave us exercises in Japanese and English, and

demonstrated the differences between explicit and implicit
knowledge of language. “Implicit knowledge”is
knowledge of language that you can show in performance
but cannot easily explain. “Explicit knowledge” is
knowledge about language, and he likened it to
scaffolding, which you can take down after you acquire
“implicit knowledge.” The ultimate goal in second
language acquisition is developing implicit knowledge,
and making the target language one’s second nature.
For someone who is struggling with second language
acquisition forever, Mr. lzumi’s concluding words that
“.--a language is a meaningful entity. Plenty of exposure
to the target language in meaningful contexts is very
important in second language acquisition,” left a great
impression.
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