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On finishing my first year of
teaching at Sophia
saRyRaen AR —

A year has passed since [ started teaching at Sophia. I came back to Japan last year from
several years of living in the United States to join the faculty of the Sophia English
Language Department. The past year has been full of challenges. One of the biggest
challenges, however, was not related to Sophia University. It was to get used to my new
life back in Japan. After so many years abroad, I found the re-entry phase of culture shock
quite poignant. This was compounded by the fact that Japan has changed since [ left and I

have never lived in a city as big as Tokyo before (Washington DC, where 1 spent the last

five years, is not as big and as crowded as Tokyo!).

At Sophia, I teach English Composition, English Reading, General English for other language majors, English Linguistics, and
Second Language Acquisition, the last of which is my specialty. It has been exciting to teach Sophia students. I was delighted to leam
that I really didn't have any serious problems using only English in all of my classes. Students are generally very good at
comprehending English, although their productive skills may often lag behind their receptive skills, which is common in both first and
second language acquisition. One of the challenges I faced was that in many of my classes there was a mixture of the so-called  ‘jun-
Japa’ ( ‘pure Japanese’ ) students and ‘kikokushijo’ (returnee) students. It is an interesting combination in the sense that
different students bring their own unique perspectives to many of the social and educational issues we discuss in class. This definitely
adds to the diversity of the class and enhances its environment for reciprocal learning. Yet, it can also be a potentially discouraging
factor for some students who may not be as fluent in English as other students. Some students, thus, feel quite self-conscious of their
current linguistic disadvantages and feel hesitant to participate in class. I consider this to be a challenge for me, the teacher, to promote a
class atmosphere of inclusion and support the participation of everyone. Overall, though, my impression of teaching at Sophia is a very
positive one: The more I challenge myself to meet the students’ expectations, the greater the reward [ get. It is an exciting
environment for me because students challenge me as I challenge them.

As a linle introduction of my background, I was born and raised in Odawara, Japan. As a native ‘Odawaranian,” 1 learned English
as a foreign language just like other jun-Japa students. Having struggled to learn English as a foreign language as a jun-Japa student, I
had long wondered how I could acquire English in the best possible way. 1 began to find some answers to this question when I first
went to the US as a 19 year-old. This is when I began to use and learn English for communication and real. functional purposes, rather
than as an object of study. These experiences made me rethink my prior language learning experiences. My initial plan was to spend
only a few years studying (political science, at that time) in Oregon and retumn to Japan. However, when I returned to Japan, I taught
English and became fascinated with how people learn and teach second languages. This interest brought me back to the US to pursue a
career in the field of second/foreign language learning and education. This time, I went to Illinois to study Applied Linguistics for my
master’s degree. Upon genting my MA, I decided to further pursue my graduate studies at Georgetown University in Washington DC,
where | eamed my Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics.

My present goals are to refine and revise my classes. [ feel that I have barely begun to get a handle on what to expect and what may
be expected of me. I also look forward to familiarizing myself much more this year with the many activities of the department and the
university. [ am looking forward to another challenging and exciting year ahead of me.
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[ChpSOEFDEEHE (Japan's
English Education in the 21st century)]
Average TOEFL scores among the Japanese are low in
comparison with South Koreans, Chinese, and
Taiwanese. But the gap of points with other Asians
narrowed when the test takers are highly motivated.
Professor Yoshida suggested that the lack of moral
courage among the Japanese youth may be partially due
to poor communication skills. Citing specific examples, he
also talked about changes in English education and
college entrance procedures. He stressed the importance
of communicative motivation in fanguage learning. The
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realms of language and communication evolve gradually
from within oneself to shared language use with a larger
group based on socio-cultural factors.

Professor Yoshida energetically conducted the lecture in
English, kindly answered our questions and joined us for
the luncheon that followed. The lecture gave food for
thought to those who are involved in English education as
well as to a homemaker like myself who struggles
communicating with a toddler every day.
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