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Sophia English Language Department Alumni Association

A Future for
the English Department
EEPEHE  Michael Milward

Universities in Japan face a crisis. They expanded to fill the needs after
World War II and the subsequent baby-boom. Now that the number of
children is dropping, universities have too many places to fill. Some
universities, faculties or departments will go out of business and others shrink.
Even state universities are affected. What will happen to Sophia University
and its Department of English Language and Studies?

Curiously, it was the state universities and Big Brother in government that
made the first anxious moves. For more than ten years now, they have been
A fiddling with entrance procedures. The Center Examination and its
/ predecessors tend to put all schools in one hierarchy. Students all over the
country compete for high scores in the same tests. Schools that use the Center's services eventually must cater to the
same uniformity, distinguished only by the level of students they can catch. When all schools are painted the same
bureaucratic gray, public money should give public universities the extra attraction they need to survive. Second
round applications (%] F 2) and state university alliances reflect the same nervousness. They need to eliminate as
many rivals as possible before their de-nationalization leads to any cut in national funding.

For many years to come, Sophia will not be able to compete on price, even if our graduates became as generous in
their support as those of Keio. We must compete on character and quality; we must aim to offer a different product
and measure our quality by a different yardstick. Fortunately, Sophia has a tradition on both points: its Christian
humanism and its international exposure. At a time when a number of seventeen-year-olds have revealed a
terrifying dehumanization in education, our departments of psychology and education have much to offer for re-
humanization. Journalism was an early sign of Sophia’s international horizon, but foreign languages and
comparative culture are its nitty-gritty and its grand spirit.

It Japan is itself to survive in the age of the world-wide web, it needs citizens at home in the world outside. It needs
people who can see beyond the narrow island legalism of Tokyo University and the Liberal Democratic Party. It
needs people who can see human values even where econometrics cannot. It needs people at home with the
languages and value systems of the world and communicate through the motion, sounds and colors of tomorrow's
electronic wizardry. This is the territory of the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Studies, but especially of those in
English, as English shows every sign of remaining dominant for another generation yet. This department has a great
task, a great future, if only we rise to it.
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