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KISSING THE
BLARNEY STONE!
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4 Visitors from all over the world flock to a small village in Ireland
1 called Blarney to see the legendary Blarney Stone in the ruined wall of
l the castle. Kissing the stone is a long-standing tradition, intended to
| confer a magical eloquence! So if you notice a touch of "the Blarney” in
| some of our recent graduates, you will know that they are some of the
177 Jochi students who have come to Ireland with me on my annual
i Ireland Studies Tour! Since I became a member of the teaching staff of
j the English Language Department in 1985, I have been teaching a
course called Ireland Studies. It is not a very profound course, but it takes in everything about Irish
history, culture, traditions folklore, music, language, poetry, literature, politics and the situation in
the North of Ireland today. When Father Everett was Chairman, he suggested to me to start an
Ireland Studies Tour for the sake of the students taking the course. I am very grateful to him for
this, because it has given me the opportunity to share my country and my family with so many of
my students. A number of them have returned on their own during the holidays... a few even on
their honeymoon!

Wherever I go in Ireland with our students, people always compliment me on thelr warm
personalities, friendliness, good manners and openness. Maybe the people who tell me these things
have "kissed the Blarney Stone", but I like to believe them!!

——-—Amother of the—activities [ aur mvolved-in-is Sophia-Model Productions, =
inherited from Father Mason. This group is still going strong and
continues to produce two plays a year.

Finally, I should mention that my weekend is often spent as the
officiating priest at the weddings of our graduates in the Kurturheim. Last
year I had the privilege and joy of blessing the marriage of 29 couples.

From all this you will see that I love being part of the Sophia Family.

I appreciate this opportunity to send you my warmest wishes and prayers.
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