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 The Message from Fr. Everett

1 was very happy when Prof. Togo asked me to write something for SELDAA.

It gives me an opportunity to reopen lines of communication with 29 years of
. graduates (from 1958 to 1987) - the "Golden Years” of the Eng Lang Dept, as
‘| people of that generation tend to think.

4 First of all, I'd like say a few words of congratulations to the officers of SELDAA
4 ¢ who are doing such fine work to keep the spirit of unity, cooperation, friendship
4 alive among the more than 5,000 graduates, and to the editors of this newsletter.

| Looking through it, I feel so proud of all graduates and the important roles you are
‘3' playing in society. I hope that students are reading it to learn of the wonderful work

=~ being done by their seniors.

Fr. John McKechney, one of the pillars of the Eng Lang Dept, died on Jan. 29, so I'd like to express our thanks here
briefly for his long years of devoted service. Jack was born in Chicago in 1913, became an SJ in 1933, a priest in
1946, and came to Japan in 1947.

He was given only a short time to study Japanese, then was sent to Sophia where he became Prefect of Aloysius
Dormitory, an English teacher by day and a teacher of American History by night in the International Division. Jack
had always been a great baseball player so within a short time he was coach of Sophia’s nine. Jack himself once took
the mound for Sophia against a strong GI team and pitched Sophia to a no-hit win. Some years later he helped another
student club by playing the lead part of Willie in "The Death of a Salesman” under the direction of Don Mason.

Jack's greatest contribution to our dept was the organization of a summer English Study Tour to the US with
emphasis on homestays. In later years students could enjoy 3-day homestays in over 20 different major cities during
this super tour. This continued for over 15 years, with all the organizational work being done by Jack - one of his
hidden services for Sophians.

Jack was a very good, but a very strict teacher. He prepared his classes well and expected his students to do likewise.
He was a very brave and very humble man who had courage to make and carry out decisions, no matter how difficult
they might be. He was a real man! All of us wish to thank Jack for his generous service and fine example.

As for myself, after five years of teaching at Seibo Women's Junior College in Kyoto, I returned to SJ House in
1992. Being over 70 I could no longer teach, so I began to do work of a more priestly nature. From this April I
became a full-time helper at St. Ignatius Church.

I'm looking forward to seeing many of you on All Sophians Day. Please drop by for a visit any time you're on
campus. I'd really enjoy hearing about the experiences and insights you've had since graduation. I promise to be a
good listener. Till then....
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