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“My students and Myself ”

FEAZIEEFHEMT Kenneth G. Okimoto

My students

Perhaps the most noteworthy trend I've seen in my students
in the four years I've been teaching here does not have to do
with their attitude or aptitude, but with their experience abroad.
It is richer and more varied than ever before.

In one of my freshman classes this year, for example, 90
percent of the students have been abroad, and 67 percent have
lived abroad, the average number of years being 4. 7. Those who
have lived abroad over 3 years include 50 percent of the class, those over 5 years, 28 percent,
and those over 10 years, 8 percent. (The students in this last group have been abroad longer
than they've been in Japan.)

Countries visited include the usual crop ——the United States, Canada, England, Australia
——but also a not-so-usual, lesser seen crop. These include Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Russia, Spain, Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Cuba, Brazil, Chile, even Africa.

Such a rich variety of experiences enhances the classroom environment in many ways. But
it is also not without its problems. How do you teach a class, for example, where some students
are completely fluent in English while others are not ? What is fair in terms of testing, in terms
of discussion ? What needs to be done linguistically in order to maintain a high level of contact
while at the same time making sure that the ideas are being communicated ?

It's a challenge ——one that keeps me devising new class strategies on a weekly basis. But
it's also a good challenge, and one that is not without its benefits, as in those occasions when
I get to see something work well.

Myself

I'm a Japanese-American, born and bred in Southern California. | studied at the University
of California at Los Angeles, where | got my BA in English Literature and my master’s in
Playwriting.

Around the time | completed my undergraduate studies, Alex Haley's Roots was a bestseller.
I never read it, but the idea took root, and | ventured over here, and now this is where I'm rooted.
Pardon the puns.

| teach literature, composition, English Skills, translation, American Drama and Film, and an
English class for Kikokushijo students outside the department.

My present goal is to continue revising my classes ——reworking, sometimes reinventing them
—to the point where | feel the students are getting the most out of them educationally. | figure
in another year or two, | will have achieved this for one class. That's one out of six in five
years, Better add this to my list of longterm goal as well.
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