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THE COMPANY

John J. Nissel, S.J.

“All Roads Lead to Rome.” But sometimes
they go to Spain first. As I mentioned in my
letter in May, “THE COMPANY” is cele-
brating this year the 500th anniversary of the
birth of St. Ignatius, our founder, and the
450th anniversary of the founding of the
Company of Jesus, better known today as the
Society of Jesus. So let me bring you up to
date and add sbme information that I think
you might find useful.

The celebrations officially opened on Sept.
27th at Loyola, in Basque country, in the
north of Spain where Ignatius Loyola was
born. His family estate is not too far from
San Sabastian, and if you get a chance to visit
northern Spain or southern France, it is
worth trying to get to. The Superior General
and 84 provincial superiors gathered there for
a week of meetings to reflect on the past and
to plan for the future. Incidentally Father
Uralde, who worked many years in Japan,
will greet you in Japanese. (It is pleasant to
hear your own language when you are in a
foreign country.)

But you are more likely to visit Rome, if
you have not already done so. It was there
in September 1540 that Pope Paul III gave his
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approval for the establishment of a new

religious order in the Church, the Jesuits.

So in Rome there are many “Jesuit” places
to see. And we have our own Jesuit Guest
Bureau to help you out. It is next to Jesuit
headquarters (where Father Pittau is living
now). Just a short walk from St. Peter’s
Square, at Borgo Santo Spirito 8. Here you
will meet Ms. Elena Bartoli, the multilingual
director. She can give information on where
to stay, where to shop, and more important
and useful, she can provide tickets for weekly
papal audiences, and tickets to controlled
areas like Vatican Gardens.



So if you intend to go to Rome and want
her help, write to JESUIT GUEST BEREAU,
BORGO S. SPIRITO 8, 00193 ROME,
ITALY. Office Hours : Monday to Friday, 9
to 4. Phone 687-5800. As graduates of Sophia

you would be most welcome. ‘But you had
better tell her you know Father Pittau, not
me. He is a little better known in Rome than
I am!
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