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Sophia English Language Department Alumni Association

Message From Father Barry
Gerard S. Barry, S.J.

As this is being written we are en-
tering the last decade of the twentieth
century, the second year of Heisei, and
the first part of the fourth decade of the
English Language Department. The col-
lapse of the Berlin Wall symbolized the
dissolution of the Communist block and
the realignment of forces in Eastern
Europe. These events took place with
dramatic suddenness and reminded
many that human affairs are charac-
terized more by change than stability.

At Sophia U there were no such
dramatic sudden changes, but nev-
ertheless there were changes. First of all,
at the university level, Prof. Tsuchida
( +HfFdt ) was re-clected president of
Sophia for the next three yecars. On the
English Language Department level, on
13 December, Professor Matsuo
Kazuyuki (  #EXZ ) was clected
department chairman. He will replace
Professor Kusunose Junzo ( fiffiiz= ) 1
April, 1990. Prof. Kusunose was
chairman of the department for two
terms of two years each.

Other changes: Fr. Lex Byrne re-
tires from the department as of 31 March
1990. He will be replaced by Mrs. Kumi
Lacktorin. Prof. Arnold Falvo and Prof.
Roger Finch are retiring from the
department and will be replaced by Ms.
Amy Rita Lewis and Rev. Michael
Jacques, S.M. Rev. William King, S.J.,
(St. Joseph's College, Philadelphia) has

joined the department from October
1989 till January 1991 as visiting
professor of history.

Presently  Professors  Kusafuka
( "z ) and Thomas Michael Milward
are on sabbatical. Both will return for
classes that begin 1 April this year. Be-
ginning their sabbatical year on that
same date will be Professors Kusunose
and Graziano.

Ms. Honda Mie ( AWH=#& ), who

has been secretary to the Department for
the past five years, has gone to California
with her family. She has been replaced
by Ms. Kanemitsu Miyo ( &X:3%4%), for-
merly of Gakujibu.




Also worth of note is that Prof.
Sugawara Tsutomu ( FF % ) has served
as vice-president in charge of Student
Affairs for the past three years. Rev.
Donal Doyle is assistant to the president
of the University ( #&#itc ).

In other department related activ-
ities, Prof. Matsuo continues to head the
American Studies Program. The pro-
gram has become better organized over
the past two years. Student registration
in the courses offered has increased
indicating that student interest has gone
up. Perhaps area studics could be one of
the new frontiers for the department.

Prof. Yoshida Kensaku ( & HFF ),
whom you may have seen on his NHK
English Conversation program, contin-
ucs to direct ASTE, the organization for
department graduates who have become
teachers. Two ycars ago ASTE published
Fr. Forbes' Pronunciation Workbook
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and expects to publish a companion

volume, Listening Workbook, soon.
Fr. Nissel and Barry are cooperating with
ASTE as it works on a high school
conversation and listening
comprehension text which it is hoped
will win Mombusho approval. The
publisher of all these texts is Buneido
( X&E ), ‘

The faculty and staff of the De-
partment extend belated New Year's
greetings to all of the graduates and hope
that many of you will have an op-
portunity to drop by for a visit during
1990. Visits by graduates are most wel-
come. By telling us of your work and
activities you supply that vital feedback
without which teaching and academic
research become sterile. So if you are in
the neighborhood of Yotsuya, stop by the
fifth floor of Sophia's Building # 10 for a
chat.
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After attending Sophia University
from 1966 to 1968, 1 came to this
beautiful city of Seattle in the northwest
corner of the United States. It was love
at first sight twenty years ago when I first
arrived, and my love for Seattle today is
far from being on the wane.

In the late 60's Seattle University
provided me with an environment
conducive to studying. I received my
bachelor’'s and master's degrees in
accounting from Seattle University and
started my business career with Rainier
Bank as a management trainee for the
International Banking Department.
Subsequently, I was recruited to join the
international accounting and consulting
firm of Ernst & Whinney in Seattle.

In 1978, I became a citizen of the
United States and a member of the
country where "all men are created
equal.” The United States is the biggest
country on earth, not in terms of her
size or power, but in the sense that each
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citizen enjoys more freedom here than
anywhere else in the world. This
democracy is costing us quite a bit, and
we must learn that true freedom cannot
be achieved without
responsibilities.

When I left Ernst & Whinney in
1979, 1 acquired one of its clients'
business through a leveraged buy out
and thus became involved in the
highway construction business. It was
quite an accomplishment for me to own
and operate a 5 million dollar business
at the age of 33 after starting from scratch
on foreign soil.

While I was learning the ins and
outs of running my own business, I
created the public accounting firm of
Kasama & Company. Initially, my
practice was limited to providing
auditing services to Ernst & Whinney
clients, but today it has grown to a full-
fledged CPA firm providing a wide
range of services to primarily Japanese

assuming



businesses. In addition to the growing
needs of my existing clients in ac-
counting and tax services, I also
recognized an important development
by offering investment advisory services
to both American and Japanesc
businesses.

-1 consider myself fortunate, not
because of the material wealth I have
accumulated over the years, but because
I find a peace in myself with the
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confidence that I can start all over again
even if I lose it all. My experiences at
Sophia have provided the basis for my
success: building tenacity and de-
termination to attain goals. I firmly
believe that Sophia University is truly
the best place to acquire an education for
those individuals who have an
international outlook. I am proud to be
Sophian.
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