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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 30th ANNIVERSARY OF S.E.L.D. A. A.

W. Everett, S. J.

I'm so sorry I can’t be there to join in the celebration of this 30th Birthday Party of SEL-
DAA. With Fr. Nissel in the US this year, me down here in Kyoto, Prof. Noguchi, Frs. Forbes and Mason
in heaven, and so many other former teachers retired, [ suppose there are few of the “old timers” left a-
mong the faculty. Instead, it is those of you who graduated in the late 50s or early 60s who now take our
places as the “old timers” of Eigoka. Thirty years bring about a lot of changes.

As you perhaps know, in the junior college where I am, I belong to a new EFEX{L3¥Ft We
spend a great deal of time talking about the need of, and ways to achieve EFE{L. This, of course, is a cur-
rent topic all over Japan, but I find the whole thing rather boring and out of date. In short, it was only
when [ came here that I realized how truly international Tokyo, Bophia, and our English Language De-
partment have always been. What is being taken up in other parts of Japan as a new, important topic is
what Eigogakka has been doing for the past 30 years. I guess that is what accounts for the success of our
department and university—we were among the very first in the nation to be moving in the right direction.
So all of you are already what most other Japanese hope to be some twenty years from now. Yes, Tokyo,
Yotsuya, Sophia, Eigoka are internationalized, but it will still take some time for this mood to penetrate
the outlying districts of Japan.

Another good point about Eigoka graduates is that you have all learned to deal naturally with
foreigners. I never thought about this at all when at Sophia; everything seemed so “natural”. But I now
am with people who have seldom met 7+ A, so I frequently receive what I call “panda treatment”. Every-
one is curious and friendly, they wouldn’t mind having a photo taken, but 15 minutes or so with this ex-
otic creature is enough. It is impossible to think of talking about real problems of your real life with a
panda. But, happily, all of you deal easily with foreigners. There may be differences of opinion, all kinds
of problems—but that is just part of the human condition. There is nothing like the wall between humans
and pandas. That is why all of you are doing such a fine job in your various positions in society at present.

So far most of you, in line with Japan as a whole, have gone out positively to deal with A-
mericans and Europeans, and have been most successful in your human relations with them. But, while
keeping good friends with the west, there is increasing need for Japan to establish ties with Asian coun-
tries. Whether the common language will become Japanese or English is not clear, but for the moment
English is still in the stronger position, so I hope that some of you may become more intimately involved
in work in the Pacific areas, and can use your talents to promote good will and understanding between
Japan and our Asian brothers and sisters in the future.

So carry on your great work! I'm sorry I'm not there to drink a toast with you all tonight on
this 30th Anniversary celebration—but I promise to be there for the 50th! So till then. ..

EIGOKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
John J. Nissel, S. J.

1 am very happy to join you on the 30th anniversary of the English Language Department,—
even though I am on the other side of the world. Already the Alumni Association is five years old, and
we can look back on many eventful occasions. Now we have to look forward to our next five years and
plan accordingly.

This sabbatical has been very profitable to me, not so much in what [ have learned from
books, or about America, but what I have learned about Japan. I see now, and more clearly, the necessi-
ty for the Japanese to become “international” in their education.

I was surprised at the lack of positive reporting about Japan in the newspapers and maga-
zines. The readers naturally believe,—and repeat!—what they read and form their opinions accordingly.
It is only by people in other coutries meeting and understanding Japanese on a personal level,—one to one
—that Japan and its people and policies will be properly understood.

This anniversary is an opportunity for all of us, faculty and alumni, to reflect on the past and
what we have accomplished, and to plan to better our results in the future. Only by closer cooperation of
alumni and faculty can we do this.
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