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Seibo Junior College: Kusafuka, Fushimi-ku, Kyoto.

Sept. 30,1987
Dear Eigoka Graduates,

Six months have passed since I left Sophia; this is the "objective” time. But "Subjectively” how
long has it been? That is an interesting question.

Sometimes it seems to have been but a few days. If I were to begin classes at Sophia again from
Oct.1, I would be able to go back and fall into the old routine with no feeling of change at all, and tihs time
in Kyoto would soon disappear from my mind completely. On the other hand, at times it seems that Sophia
is far off in the distant past. Natsukashii memories and faces of friends remain, but most else is rapidly
fading away like the morning mist....S0 let’s just be "objective” ~ six months have passed.

As you Know, perhaps, I was asked to come here to be the head of a new department (Kokusai
Bunka Gakka--what is the best English translation of this?) It was supposed to begin in April,1987 but
because of difficulties with the Min. of Education, the opening was delayed one year. Therefore this year
I have been working as an Englishteacher while making preparations for the new department to open in
April.88. My work here is completely different from what it formerly was at Sophia.

I have little contact this year with the students. I teach only compulsory courses of general-
education English. The students here do not like foreign languages at all. There is no English in the
entrance-exams (that is one big reason for coming here)-so we don’t have too much in common. Most of my
work is with the teachers and employees. In Sophia administration and teaching are quite separated; but in
a smaller school oike this they go together, so I participate actively in administration work. Before the -
summer vacation and now especially during September we go around making PR for the junior college and
for the new dept speaking to meetings of high-school teachers in Osaka, Kyoto, etc. Since the new dept has
not yet been formally approved, there are reatrictions on our activities, so it is hard to hold recommendation
examinations or to imagine how many students may take exams to enter the new department.

I am the only priest and there are no other foreign teachers, so I am experiencing directly real
Japanese society much more than at Sophia.The same holds true for the whole environment, Fujinomori (the
Keihan station) area is far different from Yotsuya. I live in a white house ("The White House” some people
call it) inside the campus all by myself. I cook my own breakfast and lunch, but the sisters bring over my
evening meal each day. Though I am far from being a high-class chef like Graziano or Kusafuka Sensei, still
I'm keeping well-fed, healthy and happy.

The new department will not be very large at first; we will probably take about 70-75 students
the first year. We plan to have some kind of a study-tour to the US next summer, in which I will also
participate. My last visit to the US was in 1973, so I suppose it is good for me to go back and "brush up my
English” again.

I still son’t completely have the feel of the city of Kyoto;Osaka is easier for me to understand.
It is much the same as Tokyo, both huge commercial, industrial cities, cities moving into the future, Kyoto,
on the other hand, has little industry or commerce but stands as a guardian of the traditions of the past.
Temples occupy large sectors of the city.and seem to exert quite an influence both on the lives of individuals
and on the city as a whole. I still haven’t seen too many of the famous temples or gardens, but am gradually
making the rounds. The latest place I visited was Enryakuji on Hieizan. It was quite impressive and seems
to still be quite alive. But since it is spread out all over Mt.Hiei it was impossible to see it all, so I must go
back again some day.

When I was in the English Lang.Dept.at Sophia, I would sometimes hear people praise the
department and say what a good reputation it has, but I used think it was mere polite flattery and didn’t



believe them. After coming here, however, I see that the Eng.Lang.Dept. is, in fact, a pretty high-level place,
and that Sophia has an truly international atmosphere. So all of you must be very proud of yourselves and
of your Alma Mater. Try to find opportunities to go back and vesit the fifth floor of Bldg.10; see all the ”
old faces” and meet some of the new teachers that have entered the dept. since you graduated.., and try to
get to some of the parties or meetings arranged by SELDAA. As you get a little older, it is good sometimes
to go back to your roots.

If you have occasion to come Kyoto be sure to phone or to drop by for a visit. (Phone:
office--643-6781 Home--643-0901 Train station; Keihan-sen, Fujinomori-eki). Continue the wonderful work
you are doing in both public and private life. Remember, "to live is to love”, so check up on yourself every
new and then to see if you are really living or not.

God Bless You All.

William Everett / Koyama Nobuo, S.]J.
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