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FINAL LECTURE

Rev. John J. Nissel, S.J.(1925-2009)
Rm 921, Sophia University, January 17, 1992

ACT ONE : THE LECTURE
00000000000 OUTLINE AND IMPORTANT POINTS

I. INTRODUCTION

0 A. COMPANIA DE JESUS

0 B.LUXVERITATIS

0 C. THE CHANGING CURRICULUMO

Il. LETTER OF THOMAS TO BROTHER JOHN goooooooooooo (How to Study)

0000000000000 000000OPARTI

“ This is my advice to you concerning (how one should set about to acquire the treasure of KNOWLEDGE):
You should choose to enter, not straightway into the ocean, but by way of the little streams; for difficult things
ought to be reached by way of easy ones.

000000 a To know O0000DO0O0D000000 (difference of opinion, knowledge, belief)
0O0O0000Ob. Toteach
000000 c. Difficulties 000000 0ooooooooooog  (lifetime to learn)

0000000000000 00O0000OPARTH

1.“ Do not mind by whom a thing is said.”

0 O a. Authority alone is not enough.

0 O b. Distinguish: to believe and to know. 0O00oo0O000oOO00DO00 (Search it by yourself.)

2." But what is said commit to your memory.” 000000 (=Holditin your mind before you accept it.)

O Oa. Learn to* entertain” ideas before accepting or rejecting them.
OO0oooooooooboooooOoon t entertain” =examine them)

3.“ Set about to understand what you read.” 00 [ 000000004 (Think it in right way=chew the food.)

0 O a.We are not on the path to Wisdom if we read widely but not deeply and with

understanding.
4.“ Verify what is doubtful.” ocoooo (If you don't ask questions, you'll never know the answer.)
a. Those who wish to discover the truth should previously, that is, before they set to
work, doubt well, and examine thoroughly what can be doubted.

gobooobooboooobooo (Know what you want to know.)

5.“ Strive to put whatsoever you can in the cupboard of your mind, as though you were

wanting to fill a vessel to the brim.”

0 O a. Belief and opinion are not knowledge. 00000000  (Know and store what is worth knowing.)

00O b. Knowledge must be retained.

0 O c. Knowledge, then habit.

6. Seek not the things which are too high for you.”

0 O a. Understand the limitations of the intellect.

00O b. We end the quest for knowledge with learned ignorance.

JO000000O00O0000DOO00O00DOTHEREFORE
*If you shall have followed these steps, you will be able to attain to whatsoever you have in your mind.” 0 O

11l. CONCLUSION: FOLLOW YOUR STAR (Matthew 2, 1-12) ogoooooao (Star will give you light.)
Act TWO : (if time) ANY QUESTIONS??
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Kensaku Yoshida

I'm probably one of the few people who took Fr. Nissel's
class six years in a rowldfour years as an
undergraduate, and two years as a graduate student. I'm
not really sure what it was, but he possessed something
that attracted me to him year after year.

Although Fr. Nissel was a strict teacher and made us
work hard, to be honest, | don't remember much about
the content of what he taught us. What | do remember,
however, is how he made us$ think’.

In the stylistics course in the graduate school, he had us
take the famous painting of George Washington
crossing the Delaware River, and told us to come up
with at least twenty-five questions about the picture
(just from the painting, disregarding the actual history
behind it). The first ten questions came quite easily(]
what time of day is this, why are these men crossing the
river, where are they going, etc. Gradually, however, it
became very difficult. After we finally came up with the
questions, Fr. Nissel then told us to answer them, again,
disregarding the real history behind the painting. This
was even more difficult than coming up with questions
about the painting, but these tasks gave me a wonderful
experience in developing research questions and
looking for objective clues in answering themd which
became indispensable skills in conducting research
later on.

Another memory | have comes from the time he told me
not to make copies of articles | found in journals before
reading them. | used to go to the library to make copies
of articles | thought were relevant to my research just
by reading the title and abstract. However, this very
often resulted in my not actually reading the article
itself. Strangely enough, by simply making copies of the
articles, | felt as though I had studied them( that | had
read themO when, in fact, all | had done was waste my
money making copies of articles which | never actually
read.

Fr. Nissel had an aura in the classroom which made
everyone listen and study. It wasn't easy asking
questions or giving comments in his class, and this
sometimes led to strange incidents. One day, Fr. Nissel
suddenly began his class by asking,” Do you have any
questions?” Of course, we had assignments to do for
class, and that was what he was referring to. However,
his question came so suddenly, that no one could say
anythingd we were simply dumb-founded. When no
one answered, he continued,“ No questions. If you
understand everything, there's no need to have class
today,” and he left the classroom just two minutes into

the class. Well, we just sat there in complete silence, not
knowing what to do, and waiting for him to come
back...but he didn't come back. | was in shock after he
left, and it took me a while to get out of it.

Years later, when | had become an instructor in the
English department Fr. Nissel told me that he had done
the same thing with his present students. However, he
told me that he would never do it again, because as soon
as he left the classroom, the students began shouting,
“ Yey, no class today!”

Fr. Nissel's class was not limited to the classroom. |
remember our class joining him at the Suntory Beer
Garden on hot July evenings, and we also went to the
Sendagaya ice arena to skate in January. He also
gathered English Department students who were living
in the dormitory together for dinner in the old Jochi
Kaikan.

On the personal side, | was a member of the Catholic
Settlement for four years as an undergraduate, and
every year we held a bazaar in Arakawa Ward where we
worked. One of our jobs was to collect donations for the
bazaar. Once | went to Fr. Nissel, who was the Dean of
the Faculty of Foreign Studies at the time, to ask him
for a donation. He kindly gave me ¥5000, which was
quite a sum forty years ago. | was overjoyed. What |
didn't know at the time, however, was that Fr. Nissel, as
a Jesuit, did not personally get any salary from the
university, and the ¥5000 was a substantial part of his
monthly allowance. In fact, someone told me that
because he had donated the ¥5000, he could not get a
haircut that month ( | don't know if this was true or
not...)

When | was elected President of SELF (the student
council of the English department) in my junior year, |
initiated the STP (which celebrated its 40th anniversary
in 2009). The purpose of the STP was, and still is, to go
to different parts of Japan during the summer to teach
English to the local junior high school students with the
aim of inculcating in them the fun and joy of learning
English. When | began planning this program, the first
person | went to for advice was Fr. Nissel. | didn't know
how to start the program. Since 1970 was still during the
age of worldwide university unrest and revolution,” it
was very difficult for students alone to find schools and
local boards of education who would be willing to leave
their children even for one week under the care of
university students. So | went to Fr. Nissel to get his
advice. At once, he began looking through the
addresses of Catholic schools and churches and
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suggested 11 places to send our proposal tol] of course,
with his endorsement. Without this initial help from Fr.
Nissel, the STP would probably never have gotten off
the ground.

ASTE (the Association of Sophian Teachers of English)
which will be heading into its 30th year in 2010, also
started with the help of Fr. Nissel. When | went to talk
to him about starting a teachers' organization, he was
the one who called on graduates who were teaching in
junior and senior high schools in and round Tokyo to
start up the organization. Once again, without Fr.
Nissel, there would be no ASTE today.

Fr. Nissel really cared for both his present and former
students. | began teaching in the English Department
in 1974. Although I was still an assistant at the time, he
told me to accompany him to a hospital to visit a student
who had been in a traffic accident. Just being with him
was enough for me to feel the love he emanated towards
his student. Fr. Nissel really cared for his students as
well as former students.

Fr. Nissel conducted numerous weddings for his former
studentsl] mine included] and he had to give speeches
at the parties following the wedding. | wouldn't dare say
this if he were still alive, but | guess it's all right now.
Right before a wedding to which we were both invited,
he asked me to translate a short speech he had
prepared into Japanese. His trademark humor was
there, and | thought it went well. | guess he felt the
same way, because whenever | attended a wedding
party with him after that, he would wink at me and give
the same speech.

Along with Fr. Nissel, another legendary professor we
had was Fr. Forbes. We used to go to his smoke-filled
room in Kulturheim to just talk or study catechism with
him. Fr. Forbes wrote many in-house textbooks for his
classes. His textbook on English pronunciation was a
classic among the many books he wrote. After Fr.
Forbes passed away, however, his textbooks were no
longer used. In the early 1980s, Mr. Tanimoto, who was
teaching in Wakayama at the time, suggested reviving
his pronunciation textbook because he wanted a
pronunciation textbook to wuse in his classes.
Unfortunately, soon after, Mr. Tanimoto became ill and
passed away, and it looked as if the project would be
abandoned. However, members of ASTE and the
Applied Linguistics Research Group (graduate students)
got together and decided to remake Fr. Forbes'
pronunciation textbook for junior and senior high
school students (it is published by Buneido Publishers
as* The Forbes' English Pronunciation Workbook” and
“ The Forbes' English Listening Workbook” with the
royalties going to the English Department).

After we wrote the textbooks, we had to record the
contents. | asked Fr. Nissel to do the recording with
me, and we went all the way to Osaka to do it. The
recording went smoothly until we came to the minimal
pair* cot” and* caught” . | didn't know it until then, but
Fr. Nissel pronounced these words in exactly the same
way. When | pointed this out to him, he said that these
two vowels were not distinguished in Baltimore, his
hometown. It took quite a while to get him to
distinguish these two vowels, but what impressed me
the most was his humility in following non-native
speakers' directions in pronouncing his native language.
He never complained.

Fr. Nissel was a person whom we could always depend
on for advice. However, he did not simply sympathize
with those who came for advice. He tried to make them
think rationally lest they end up with premature
conclusions.

When | was elected Dean of the Faculty of Foreign
Studies in 2005, | wasn't very happy with the result.
Since | had been the Director of the Center for the
Teaching of Foreign Languages in General Education for
the previous six years, | was more accustomed to
dealing with foreign language education at the university
level than at the level of the Faculty of Foreign Studies.
However, when | reflected on the fact that | was the first
person to be elected Dean from the English Department
since Fr. Nissel almost forty years ago, | began to feel
relaxed and to experience a sense of joy after all. When
he heard about the results of the election, Fr. Nissel
congratulated me and gave me words of encouragement.
Although he had long since retired, | still felt comforted
and strengthened by his words. Somewhere deep inside,
I was probably still seeking his support. My term as
Dean ended in 2009, the same year Fr. Nissel passed
away. He was with me all the way.

From my freshman year at Sophia, when he gave me his
¥5000 as a donation to the final year of my term as
Dean, Fr. Nissel was at the core of my life at Sophia.
People say that if we're lucky enough to
find just one person in our lifetime
whom we can call our* teacher,” ‘\
we should consider ourselves e
= L]
hE 15
: -4
N
¥

.

blessed. If so, | have been
blessed several times over,
because | have found many
wonderful teachers at Sophia,
and Fr. Nissel has without a
doubt been one of the most
influential teachers | have ever had.

Thank you for everything, Fr. Nissel.
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